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Manduessedum - Mancetter Village

(Place of War Chariots)

Mancetter Parish Council
 
Serving the People of Mancetter and Ridge Lane
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER

Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council of Mancetter,

held on Tuesday 23rd September, 2025, at the Schoolroom

of St Peter’s Church Mancetter, starting at 7pm.

Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.

Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Davis, Ms A Ford-Rogerson, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mr J Tither.
County Councillor
Not Present.
Borough Councillor
Councillor K Barnett; Councillor D Clews
Parish Clerk

             Mrs E Higgins.              
Item 1 - Welcome and Apologies
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Apologies from the police had been sent by email from PC Taylor.

Item 2 – Recording of the meeting.

The meeting was recorded on the Dictaphone provided by the Parish Council. The recording will be erased on production of the draft minutes. There was no other recording of the meeting.
Item 3 – Notice of Interest.
Interests were declared by Councillors Alice Ford-Rogerson, Trevor Hopkins and John Tither as allotment holders in Ridge Lane. All declared an interest in Item 9b the renting of a skip for allotment holders.

Item 4– Public Question Time.

There were no members of the public in attendance. Parish Councillors took the opportunity to discuss local issues with the Borough Councillors. An incident along Manor Road will be reported directly to the police.
Item 5 – Police, County and Borough Councillor Feedback.

Councillor Clews provided feedback on the Ridge Lane residents meeting, held on 17th September, 2025. In addition, comprehensive notes on this meeting were provided by Councillor Healy. A strong turnout of residents was noted at the meeting and issues raised are expected to prove helpful with regards to the Neighbourhood Plan and the Creating Opportunities agenda.  

Councillor Clews also reported on her attendance at a meeting held by Severn Trent Water regarding the Grand Union Canal Project. At the meeting Councillor Clews ensured that the bodies concerned understood that the project would have a greater effect upon the parish of Mancetter than it would upon neighbouring Atherstone. Denise also drew attention to funding proposals for the local library project and made reference to the Kind Communities initiative to be held at Mancetter Memorial Hall. It was agreed that that this event was subject to poor advertising.
With the conclusion of business both Councillors departed at 19.28 hrs.
There was no report from WCC. Concerns were voiced by some members of the council with regards to the lack of County representation at meetings of the Parish Council since the local elections in May of this year, and it was proposed that such concerns should be forwarded in writing to the County Council. The Clerk to the Council, Mrs Elane Higgins, reported that the County Councillor for the North Warwickshire area has been active in securing financial support for two local bodies that serve the local community.
There was no Police presence at the meeting, or report received.
Item 6– Minutes of the last meetings.
Acceptance of the draft minutes from the meeting of 22nd July, 2025.  Councillor Tither sought reassurance that use of the mobile telephone for banking, mentioned in the minutes of the previous meeting, would be secure. That it would be was confirmed by the Chairman. Acceptance of the minutes was agreed unanimously as a true record of proceedings.

A copy of the minutes was officially signed by the Chairman, and will be available as usual on the parish council website.
Item 7 – Matters Arising from the meeting held on 22nd July, 2025. 

See above – reference to Councillor Tither’s enquiry. 

Item 8 – Councillor Communication and up-dates.

The proposal from the previous meeting, that councillors should be invited to attend future informal meetings to be held on one Thursday morning, every second month, between 10am and 11am, at the Memorial Hall, was confirmed by the Chairman and Parish Clerk, and supported by councillors present. The first such meeting should be held on Thursday 16th October, 2025.

Item 9 – Finance
a) All payments made were issued for formal signing and signed off in accordance with the financial regulations of the council.
b) Councillors were invited to consider two quotations received from local businesses regarding the hire costs of a skip for use at Ridge Lane Allotments. The cost of hiring an eight-yard skip from both businesses was similar, but after some discussion it was agreed that a ten-yard skip should be rented from Boss Skips at a cost of £350.00.

Item 10 – Local Government Devolution Feedback.
a) The council responded to the Town and Parish Council survey on Devolution and Local Government Re-Organisation. Councillors worked collectively to complete the survey as presented to ensure that the view of the council was given with ‘one voice’. The completed survey was submitted immediately ahead of the deadline of 17.00 hrs on 26th September.
b) Notes from devolution focus groups had been distributed by email prior to the meeting to update all members of the council.
Item 11 Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.

a) Consideration was given to a proposal put forward by Councillor Blackburn regarding the adoption of a community planting project for the Parish green spaces.  Councillor Hopkins opened the discussion by highlighting the need to focus upon the newly commissioned area within Mancetter Cemetery, which needs to be levelled and seeded. In addition, it was noted that some trees in the cemetery have been affected adversely by the hot, dry weather of the summer and, as a consequence, were in need of some remedial attention. The Chairman argued the case that these issues should take priority where the allocation of funding from reserve monies is concerned. Whilst the view found favour with a majority of councillors Councillor Healy proposed that a surplus finance that might be available following completion of the works above could be allocated to the community planting project mentioned above. Councillor Blackburn suggested that sponsorship from local interests could be sought, while the Clerk highlighted the presence of some unused planters, available at the Memorial Hall, that could be used as a basis to create a green spaces project for local youngsters. It was agreed unanimously to obtain quotes to purchase grass seed utilising some of the budget held within the Planting Reserve.
b) The Chairman informed council of the need to review contract requirements for managing the needs of the Parish Council. Currently, contracts are awarded on an annual basis and the contracts for Cemetery Maintenance, Handyman and Rights of Way will be considered at the next meeting (November).

c) The Parish Clerk informed councillors that the contract work for digitalising cemetery records has now resumed and that good progress was being made. Records for the last twenty seven years are now available through digital means.

d) Councillors considered a request from an out-of-parish applicant for the placing of a bench within view of the cremation area, in memory of relatives buried within the cemetery bounds. After some discussion it was decided that the placing of the bench would be inappropriate and the request, therefore, was rejected.

Planning Matters and New Applications since the previous meeting, and to note any responses submitted by the Clerk with feedback from the Planning Sub Group

a) Planning Matters

Update on approved and pending applications
The following planning applications are still at the Pending stage:  PAP/2024/0154 and 0160 (Greenacres, Nuneaton Road); PAP/2024/0186 (Kirby Glebe Farm, Atherstone Road, Hartshill); NWB/24CM013, relating to Tarmac Quarry and the variations of conditions; PAP/2024/0538 Barn Fishery (Atherstone Road, Hartshill); 
CMP/2025/00072 and 00078 Manor Road Food van – this application has been withdrawn.

The following application has been granted: PAP/2025/00078 (Chase Cottage, Purley Chase Lane – Removal of a Sycamore Tree).
b) New Planning Applications.
 Not applicable.       
c) Update on Neighbourhood Planning, including the creation of a Local Nature Action Plan.
Reference was made in the briefing notes provided by the Clerk relating to a draft consultation document issued by WCC inviting councillors to share their views on the county’s nature and wildlife strategy.
Item 12 Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 25th November, 2025, at St Peter’s Church schoolroom.

As there was no further business the meeting closed at 20.58 hrs.
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